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Tho Tattler.

Mr. N'attinger, of (lie Ottawa 77m., tifit

ally very correct in ins iiimiieiii..-- i nr. ... ,

editor well versed in a knowledge of the

poliiiciHiisor Illino'm, Ml into the error of

announcing Ibe nominal in l)jr iho rpjuilili-c-

senatorial caucus of " Julio V. Furwell"

to 111 Jiosiiion of United Slnte Senator, in

Btcad of Cliarles U. Furwell, a l.rother of

John V. The two men are very uiuch un-

like. They hold I ut three tiling in common,

tit : wealth, dry goods and reuMicuui.tm

John V. is very devoted to Sunday nchool

iniere.ts and The Young Men's Chrisiiim

Associations of ibe State, while Clmrhs .

is ouite us well known M an expert poker

H'ayer. When a member of congress he had

quite as extended a reputation an a Hiiccessful

manipulator of ardn as did Schenck, of

Ohio, when minister at the court of St.

James. It is nit related of him that he

inclined to be devout, and he probably is

not, for religion and poker playing are two

Ihingt thai Illy go together.

Speaking of poker playing calls to mind

that the most expert poker player now in

congress is Senator Thomas M. Howcn, of

Colorado, who plays oflener aud is reputed

to win more than any member of either

bouse. lie has all tho essential qualities of

strictly good player. His face, when his

baud is full of cards, is an utter blank, and

from the ex predion on it, it is absolutely

impossible to tell whether he has "four aces"

or "a pair of deuces." He is nervy bets

with vim, and seldom faila to rake in the

jtitcnts of ft "jack pot," unless he wil-

lingly loses. Some of his friends maintain

that ho never allows a man to go from his

room a Ioer, aud that after winning from

bis opponents, intentionally lone baik to

tiera the amount of his gi i is. More than

this, be always furnishes his guests with the

f st linuors and best traud of cigars. It

will be ft rery interesting encounter when

Senator Ilowen meets e:iator Furwell

upon the green. It will not bo "Greek

meeting Greek;" but the "lug of war" in

opening a "jack pot'' will No quite as terrific

ea the fableJ engagements between the an

cieut worthies who each year met iu the

Olympian games.

Ileturnlng now to Mr. Farwell's election,

the question arises why should he bofeut to

the United Slates senate to represent the

people of this great state? In no senxe is he

ft great man. He is not a man who lias ever

contributed anything to the people's fund of

political knowledge. It is not recorded that

in congress (for he served two terms) he

ever performed auy act lh:it indicated him

to be possessed of the talents of a statesman.

He drew his salary he played poker-- he

Toted alwnys with his parly. It is true no

question has ever been raised as to his 1'eully

to the republican party, but the republican

party is hard pressed when it must confess

tor. Farwell to be its most distinguished rep-

resentative north of the Springfield line.

The confession is not a credituble one, and

when carefully thought over must bring to

the winds of the sincere am! !iiniet mem.

tiers of that party a sense of shame and re

gret. It will be difficult for the republican

representatives at Springfield to lell just
Vhy they selected Mr. Farwell, unless they

frankly admit that it was because he is a

rich man one willing to contribute liberally
to future campaigns in this state. Such an

explanation may justify their course with

the strict party men of their party, but

with those upon whom the obligations if
party rest lightly it scarce will answer the
question, ' Why did you select him?"

In marked contrast to the selection male
liy the republican representatives at Spring
field was the one made by the democrats. Win.

K. Morrison is not a rich man, but he is a

representative of Lis party. His whole

course in and out of congress has been that

f ft man having at heart the peoples' good.

If the ideas advocated by bun have not as

jet been fully adopted by the political

arty to which be belongs an 1 by the public,

the loss is their, not bis. 8ome day, and

that day is not far distant, ft thorough re-

form in tbe tariff will be brought about, anJ

then Mr. Morrison will see the complete fru

Jtion of bis labors. The cause has grown

since first he alvocited it, an I is today

.immrnr lhan ever before. Tbe defeat of its

acknowledged champion y means as uuholy

,is the cause, to promote which they were

employed, has not retarded the efforts ol

those who believe in it, but iuslead, quick

eue I ihtm to gnater xe.il and earnestness

The d ly of a fostering "tarifftax" i.s rapidly

tfoing by. The "infant industries'' inf.ims

at an nge that make them almost century

plants mmt soon stand upon their own feci

or fall. The injustice of taxing the many

0 enrich a favored fr must soon give way

to I lie truer principle of equal right anl jus-lit-

to all men. When we shall reach a

loii.i in our history where the people think

with care and earnest no-i- s upon public que

lions the problem now in hand will be

quickly and satisfactorily solved. Taxing a

people rich is au absurdity co great that the

wonder is the people have ho long believed

in it Tlitir having done ho is but proof lint

ihey have never given the mailer serious

thought.

f?y the way, Jehu Hiker, the member elect

fro u Mr. Morrison's district, lectured in

Chicago recently for tli benefit of a fltruj-Un-

church The morning papers uote the

fict that but sixty people were preteilt to

h.ar what Mr. li.ik.r had I ay on "Ament-

ia s I'lace among the Nati us," a slio.vin

that is very creditable to Chicago's citizen.

Mr. Ilakcr'n notoriety gained through the

late election is hardly of s:k!i a character as

to make him popular wi ll right thinking

people.

Tho Ottawa 7'imrt Mij'.'csts that Mr. Holt,

wool, who i.s wri m; a valuable series

of articles on the necssity of reforming our

tiriff system, and Medill, who ems me

Chicago Trilmnt, should get out of the

party because of their "free trale
heresies." Mr. Holt wood doubtless will

He is too honest in bis sctibO of right to re-

main long with a party that tenches and

practices such a system of economics as that

which is tiuiiilii and practiced by the party

of the Timrs' choice. A tariff eysteui which

is so unjust as to cause the few rich to lay

by greater store and the many poor to grow

more poverty stricken, is a system that can

hardly hope to receive the endorsement of a

man who believes in laws that are ut least

approximately equal in their operation. Mr.

Hull wood views the question which he is so

ably discussing as a purely business one, and

as such is not influenced in the handling of

it by any mere party consideration.

.
As for Mr. Medill. No thank you, Mr.

Nattiuger! The tariff reform people do not

want either him or his paper. His belief in

a reform of the tariff is simply theoretio

When there is no near election he Is a tariff

reformer through and through. At such

time he is not unlike tbe l'harisee iu the Sa

vior's era. He tokes ft very conspicuous

place in the tariff reform syuagogue and

make exceedingly long prayers for the

amelioration of his people, praying for the

ftS dishing of unjust taxes, Out it's all that he

"may be seeu of men." Just let a campaign

open and Mr. Medill, forgetting his tariff'

reform prayers, prays longer and louder

for the election ot that prince of protective

robbers, Mr. Blaine. Mr. Medill may love

the people and really desire their good, but

his affection for the "man from Maine" is

co much greater that lie willingly proves a

lack of honesty in his pronounced belief by

Lis more pronounced actions.
Mr. Nattinger, your kindly offer to give

to us Mr. Medill is appreciated, but the drain
on your generosity is so great that you will

pardon us if we decline the proffered gift
with thanks.

Tbe indiscriminate pensioning system
which has seized hold of congress is bring-

ing forth some curions applications. The

latest one to attract attention is a bill intro-

duced by Representative Lovering of Mansa-chusett- s

to place Walt Whitman upon the
rolls at a monthly pension of twenty five

dollars, lu introducing the bill the gentle-

man trotuMasHuchusotts stated that Whitman
had not made the Application, tint that it
was at the suggestion of a member of the
family that he had interested himself. The
ground of asking (he pension is not that
Whitman is suffer ing from uiydi. ability, the
result of any military service (ho was a hos

pital nurse at Washington and ia Virginia
from lKi'rJ to lHiio), but because of his liter-

ary attempts, which, to say the least, have

not been profitable. It is true that Whitman
is now very poor and suffering from diseaso,
and a pension on account of his labors in

northern hospitals might not be out of the
way, but lo grant it to him in recognition of
his poetic talent would be unspeakably
ab.su rd.

It may well be doubted whether Walt

Whitman has any great genius as a poet

True, his productions are admired by a cer-tai-

school of poets and their followers in

Kugland, who term themselves "realistic, "
but outside of these few and an equally small
number in this country who have given them-

selves over lo I'nglish ideas, the "good gray
poet's," so they term him, verse is neither
greatly read nor admired. Much that Whit,

man lias written is absolutely unintelligible.
Ills most ardent admirers cannot fathom tbe
meaning of it. It is nothing more or less
than "words words words" unmeaning
in themselves and ill arranged.

For instance the following extract, taken
from his work entitled "Leaves of Gross"
most authors would say "blades" rather than
leaves" of grkts, though it passes for poetic

(bought, is a trifle discordant and can hardly
lie classed as beautiful poetry or even com-

mon place prose.- - The poet is singing of
himself and thus breaks forth.
"Who ch thtro? bankerinK. r . mystical,

t lltl.ie;
ltuw is it I extract strength from tlm bmf I eat?

VYhut is man nny how? What am I? Whuture
your

All I mark as my own you shall offset it with
jour own.

Else it wm-- tnno lost listenuiK to me

, it Miiivl tint sTiivol tho world over,
Tn.it m mliis arn v.i:iiuiu-- ' and tho Ki' 'uml but

w.ilio a id lilt i.

"Wiii:n;'.riiu and tmk in' f il l with put Ihm
f r rivilids, oo if inn ty i n to tho fourili- -

1 w ur my tint as I pi i is- in 1 1 irs or out.
,S i to ) tn lull in it tie Ii is written i.s coarse

ly vu'g ir. 3 viiibanic is often tiipe 4 sensuous

but his hushihuiHims is refinement itself
wild the vulcirity of Whitman

lie does not go out of his way to clioose a

plirtso that will call to tho imagination a

picture that is disu-tingl- y litthy a thing

tnat t he man Tennyson names as "the tiri
of American poets" delighi.sia doing Wain

ii.g iu poliih in his literary style, willioul

beauty in his poetic thoughts lacking re

finement ia the choice of wiris with which

i., oloiho the iliu;lits which in themselves

ickeu a nun I thai seeks in verse the tender

ncss and delicacy of feeling that is wanting

in the in ft exalted pr.ue, it is indeed
I range that sticli a writer can draw to hi in

self even a meage few who willingly do him

honor.

The pnpo-dtio- lo)kin to the peu.sioi.iu,;

of Whitman on ucciunt of his poetic talents.

Dills to min i a petiti m recently presented

to the senate l,y Senator .Mitchell in behalf

of one Sarah A. Nelley, resiling at iioues

dale, Wayne county, Pennsylvania, widow

ol llnrii --.v Jack son Kelley, I ale ot t ..in puny C.

one hundred and seventy seven! l'enn-y- l

vmia Volunteers. The petinon, after set

tiug forth tho fact I hit her husUnd was

drafted into the Union army; that he was

honorably discharged, but became insane

from disease contracted in the norvice and

which resulted in his death, concludes as

follows:
1 do further set forth that your petitioner

has literary attainments of no common or
der; thai slio takes great delight in writing
poems and hongs A large volume now

written she would be glad to publish had she
the menus. While other governtnenis have
"Nulional Hards" this government has no

"National Hard,'' and her greatest ambition
is tn bo the National l!ard " I would,

therefore, ak your honorable body to puss
uci of congress making me tho "National
Hard," with an annual salary or pension as

a soldier's widow. Sakaii A. Kki.i.kt.

It seems that Mrs. Kelley has published

a good many poems, and they ull thrill with

the creaking of stable doors and tho crowing

of chanticleers. There is a marked siniilari

ly between her efforts and those of Julia A.

Moore, "the sweet singer of Michigan,'' both

as to subject matter and literary diction. Mrs

Kelley is as wild a worshipper of uatamed

nature as Mrs. Moore, and both are realistic

to a degree that puts the most realistic

effort of Whitman to the blush.

Despite all this merit on the part of the

Pennsylvania songstress, her application to

be appointed the "Nation's Uard" has not

been kindly treated by the senate committee

to whic'i it was referred. On the other hand

the I clitioa has been spurned and the fair

singer must reel content wiih seeing the bur-

nished thoughts of her heart aud brain pub-lish-

in the columns of some obscure week

ly paper in Pennsylvania unendor-e- d by

National sanction.
If the members of the house committee to

which the Whitman bill has been referred

prove to be as uiiusceptable to the inlluence

of sweet poetry ns their brethren in the
senate, Mr. Lovering"s bill will share the

fate of Mrs. Kclley's petition.

The retirement of Hon. Alfred Orendorff

from the position cf Chairman of the State
E'emocratic Committee takes from the com-

mittee a very efficient man, and one having

at heart the best interests of the party. Mr.
Orendorff' is a good represent ive of the
young element of the democracy of Illinois
an element that in the coming political con.
tests will be a most import nam factor. He
has throughout the whole course of Presi-

dent Cleveland's administration been his
warm supporter and ardent admirer. His
admiration of the President's policy has not
been lessened by the fact that his name has
been mentioned in connection with several
offices and the President has not seen fit to
appoint him to either of them. His democ-

racy i.s not of that stamp. We oonfess that
we have indulged tho hope that Mr. Oren-

dorff would be selected for some important
post of duty, not alone because of our warm
ffi,n i8,lip for him n9 ft , 8 wulI bc

cause we know he would prove an important
aid to President Cleveland, and. morever,
his appointment would be a recognition of
the young democracy of the stato.

'
There is evident need in Chicago for ac-

tive work on the part of that traditional per-

son, "tbe A young lady, Misa

Clara Van audi, onco a student at Vassar,
has taken it into her head that lo make her
life one bright aud continued blazon of sun
shine she must wed Augustus Spies, the
anarchist, who is now in the Cook county
jail, under sentence of death for having com

mitted the crime of murder. Miss Van Zandt
saw Spies during his trial and her sympa

ihelic heart went out to him to a very mark
ed extent. This pleased Auguctus, and if
it had uot been for a very sensible sher'ff,
Matson by nam?, who forbade Miss Vnn

Zandt the jail, the voung lady would now be
Mrs. Spies. The courtship and the detiils
of the wedding, which did not come off, were
under the direct management of Captain
Black, counsel for Spies. The wedding cere-

mony was to have been performed by County
Judge Prendergast, who it seems was willing
lo lend himself lo such folly.

We suggest that "the fool-kille- rap
Miss Van Zandt's parents, Miss Van Zandt,
Captain Black aud Judge Prendergast. Mr.
Sherirl Matson is entitled to the sincere
thanks of sensible people for his course in
tbe mutter. Tin Tattlks.

A cotemporary, innocently asks, "Is it
wrong to cheat a lawyer?" No my on, but
it is impossible.

The Gossiper.

The riuktura has vanished,
Iho sKattim lias tie I,

The rolum is banished,
Tho w heel ii in is dead,

Tobng's now the ilaiy.
I'hat now rules the day;

Let's lobog till we're craiy,
Ki lu rat li la!

Now and then a "dude" makes his pecul

iar business pay, as this fellow, for instance:
Vill S. Cuiumingh km, who sometimes left

Chicago to participate in festivities at Aurora,
has eloped with a girl and a couple of mil-

lion of dollars. Liut it must be remembered
thai he is tho only lucky one out of a couple
of million oilier "Ju les."

A bol l, bad boy in Iowa thrust a couple
of pluj-'- s of tobacco into a big jug of whisky

he found iu the horse sheds during a church
supper. And the next day the local physi

cians reported seventeen cases of ice cream

poisoning, all men, and the poor women who

made the icecream cried their inuueeut eyes

out about it.

A farm hand in I.a Moile. III., bist week
plowed up a gold watch that had been lost
over eighteen years. '.

It might be a grand scheme to sow some

in every unbroken fie' 1, as nn encourage-

ment to careful plowing, but wo condemn

those who plowed "hit week," when the

thermometer was fro n lo to li'.)5 below zero

The secretary of llio treasury has decided

tint the duty on criA.t is forty live per cent,

advaloretn. On this article give us "protect- -

tioti" amounting to prohibition.

A New York chemist claims to have, dis-

covered how to extract the intoxicating prin-

ciple from liquor, so as to leave whisky with

all its medicinal properties, yet as free as

water from the ' drunk" producing ingre-dent- .

This may be, but what is needed is to

suddenly extract tbe "drunk'' from the

drinker. 15ui, as an exchange puts it, "what

good is whisky that won't make a fellow

tight?"

Calhoun, the speaker of the house at

SurinKfield, is not only a republican but a

dentist, and a preacher, and once lived in

Seneca, iu this county, where he preached a

sermon.

An exchanio says that physicians are puz

xled to account for the strauge fact that wheu

a young lady has nn ear frozen, while out

sleighing, it is always the left car.

Is it impossible to teach girls how to wbls.
tie?'' asks an exchange. It is if you will
oniy leave them when they get their
lips tuckered up. liurliiyton Free J 'reus.

The secret's out. Now we know why so

many girls try to whistle and fail. Young

man, if a pretty young lady try to whistle

in your presence, if you wish to uip a whistle

in the bud, you'll know what to do.

..

Col. riumb offers to distribute tobacco seed

free, among his constituents. If he will

make it cigars, we "aro agreeable,' but if
not, we are "agin him.''

Col. Plumb received ono vote for the U. S.

senalorshipl
'Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all..

Ntatfl Grange.
To thk Eoitoh or tub Frkb Trades:

Thinking that the proceedings of the state

grange that was held at Bloomington, Jan.
11, would interest some of your readers, I

proposo to give my recollections of some of

tbe most interesting measures as acted upon

iy that honorable body of farmers iu confer-enc- e

assembled.
The first resolution offere.l by Hobson, of

Macoupin county, and passed, demanded

that congress should make the commissioner

of agriculture a cabinet officer.

The second resoultion offered by the same

and passed, demanded tha: congress Buould

immediately make ample appropriation and

atl necessary regulations for stamping out

all contagious diseases of domestic animals,

commensurate to the importance of the ani-

mal industry of the United States.

Another by the same demanded that con-

gress do r 0 change the present oleomargft-rin-

or buiterine law until it Las had a fair
trial.

The report of committee on transportation,
ma le by Chairman Armstrong, of La Salle

county, endorsed the action of the National

Grange, held at Philadelphia, last November,

which endorsed the Heagun hill, inasmuch

as it provides for enforcing its causes of

complaint in the county or district before

courts having jurisdiction over the same.

It also provides that stations between com-

peting points shall not be discriminated

against, ami that the railroads shall post up

their rates of passenger and freight charges.

Report adopted.
The committee reported adversely on the

senate or Culloru bill, en the ground that it
created a new court or railroad commission

of inquiry, in which the party aggrieved has

ao voice in creating. Such inquisitions

have long since oeeu discarded by republi
can forms of government, and would not

now be acceptable to the people, who believe

that they have the right to have their cases

tried oy a jury of their peers. Committee's

report concurred in.
The following was adopted:

The free coinage of gold and silver by the

government at actual eipense.
To demand of congress to provide for an

amendment to the constitution of the United

States so that United States senators shall be

elected by ft direct vote of the people in-

stead of by the legislatures as at present.

Tbe secretary was directed to copy all res.

blutions pertainiug to national legislation

and forvtard the same to our senator in con

gress, requesting him to urge their conside

ration and passage.

The following resolutions were presented
by J, 8. Armstrong, of La Salle county, aud
passed.

1st. That the legislature provide a law for
taxing the increased value of chartered piiv
lieges doing business lu this state, such as
state banks, railroads, boards of Ira le and
such like corporations, that have increased
(heir oapital stock many per cent, aud in
some instances several hundred per ceui.

21. That the legislature provide for I be

taxing of mortgages, the lax lo be pail by

tbe mortgagee, and receive two receipts, one
for the person who holds, tne laud aud one

covering the amount of the mortgage, to be

taxed each in ratio to their value; theri-cei- ot

covering the mortgage shall be au off- -

set for the amount of said receipt in paying

iuteiest, and if it is of greater Mtuount than
interest due ull above that amount to apply

on principal of said mortgage
dd. Tnat two professors be elected to as.

sist the state superintendent of public in-

struction to revise the txi books of schools

winch shall be the standard for five years.
4;h. That the board of railroad and ware- -

house oniiuissiuuers have outlived their use

fulness and should be abolished,

otti That the board of canal commission

ers Hiid ull other commissioners should be

elected on the minority represetiia'ion

principle, ibe saue as members of the legis-

lature are elected,
(iih. The committee on insurance demand- -

ed that the legislature do not tax mutual bo

uevolent insurants companies out of exis-teuc-

The secretary was instructed to forward

all resolutions relatiug to slate legislation to

Ihe governor, requesting his exoolleucy to

urge legislation upon the same.
I would say that tho year just ended was

the most prosporous to the grange, finan- -

ciftlly, of any year since its organization,

Its debt, which hal been accumulating year
by year, has been wiped out, and its organ,

Tfte Crtmje X-u-s placed on ft paying basis.

liy experience the patrons have learned to

take an interest instate and national legisla-

tion for the protection of agriculture.
This session of the Illinois State Grange

has been practical in demanding necessary

iegis ation tor the farmers, and showing our

servants in legislative positions that the pa-

trons of husbandry are interested and will

take nole3 of the proceedings of the present
session. Jons S. Abmstbo.no.

Constitutional Amendment.
Hansom, Jan. 27th, lfS7. Mkssbs Edi-Ton-

If you w 11 permit, I would like to

insert iu your paper a few lines, being some

of the views which I now take of the consti

tutional amendment which was voted last

Ml. When I read the election returns last
fall, I was surprised to learn the amendment

was voted by a majority, so I resolved to

investigate, and I find that half those who

voted for the amendment did not know w'.at

it moot. It was brought forward at a busy

season of tbe year and the voters had not

the time to give it the required considera-

tion.
Some claim they did not understand the

nature of the amendment. All of us know

it is not lor the good of the people, especially

the tax payer, to support men in idlenesa.

Just think where you are drifting; think

what a burden 12G7 convicts will be to the

tax payers; and if they are allowed tore-mai- n

in idleness. I thinK the number will

be more likely to increase than to diminish..

It is not wise to have the tax payer who has

already a superabundance of taxea to pay,

support outlaws and thieves. If this consti-

tutional amendment is carried into effect, it

will impose an annual additional tax of three

million dollars and as the number increases

the taxes will lnorease also. Those convicts

by having to work in the prison earn their

bread and by working have a chance to learn

a trade and become useful men. Now the

only way the tax payer will have to do iu

order to get rid of the burden of the convict

tax is to get the amendment revoked. Ne-

cessity defends what it compels. Necessity

is not restrained by law, since what other,

wise is not lawful necessity makes lawful.
A. P. Bbapt.

Since tho orgkn'uation of the Illinois Cen

tral Railroad Co. it has paid to the state of

Illinois, being seven per cent, of its gross

earnings, $10,373,837. This was the result

of the foresight of Senator Douglass and the

true democratic doctrine as to railroad mo-

nopolies, which republicans have successfully

eJ They inauf,urated and have ever
'iflU5ned the infamous scheme of sub

sides, enormous land grants and the prodi

gious syndicate, credit Mobilier swindles,

which have cost the people billions of money

and acres of land twice as large as the origi-

nal thirteen states which made our republic.

The Kankakee Gazetlf, ft radical republican

monopolistic organ, bewails this obligation

imposed upon this princely monopoly, tne

Central Railway Co., and claims, "This sum

has been virtually taken from the counties

throueh which the road runs, and helped to

reduce the state tax of the other eighty-fiv- e

aunties in the state." All of which is the

veriest bosh. The Central and no other road

in this state of like magnitude or half its

length depends for its support upon way

freights. If this is true, then, how infintely

unjust that tho other roads, built, enriohel

bv enormous land grants pay no suu tax

Douglas foresaw that railway oonipanies

after coiniuir millions out of land grants

would disclaim all obligations to the people

and become enormous monopolies, enuanger

ing liberty itself. . lie imposed the seven

per cent, tax upon this road and justly too.

Let it cot be disturbed.
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sores, ulcers, aalt rheum, fever sores, tetter,
chapped hands, cnu mains, corns, ui
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From Iowa- -

Bromlkt, low. Jan IS87.
Epitobs 1 kkk TitAi.m Permit me to in-

trude Rpaiii on yoi.r lime and columns with
a sbori reply lo many questions lr m friends
in I.a Salle Co

Since writing last sprirg, we have passed
through he dry est season I ever winessed.
Since last April I here has not bun ng u uoh

rain Hi we would commonly have in the
month of May alone. Lois ot coin after
pluming hal tu t enough rain wl lie plowing
to lny the dust. Had one been cultivating
corn nil one way he could har.lly tell
where be left off, up till a'l.uit tin 2'U of
September. TUeu, wo hud one good raiu
that put the ground in good c iidition for
plowing; and since then there has not been
euutigh to Btart the water in the Hloutrhs, and
the winter so far has been with. ml any to
(peak of not more than 10 inches of snow
all told. So us last seabon was the wettest,
this was ihe longest of drougii two ex-

tremes.
We raised this year as near as 1 can find

out. on an average of 40 bushels of oats and
J.'i bushels of corn per ncre. Some oats made
111) bu. and some corn 111 ami 50 bit. but as
this was raised without rain almost, it is con-

clusive evidence that Ihe soil is capable of
withstanding extremes of either wet or dry.
The hay crop was good in quantity and qual-

ity, which is a great item here, with so much

siock to winter
Water at present i.s in many places very

scare, yet there are great many drive-well- s

bring put down and are getting a good sup-

ply at a depth of 75 to lt ft. The leepes.
I have heard of is 'J30 ft. and has water with-

in liO ft. of the top.
Our winter has been full of blows. Last

Sunday the lOih.aud Monday the 17th. gave
us a big blow and drifted snow hatly, but

the roads are all passable. The winters here

as I have said before, are steadier than they

were while I lived in La Salle Co., with a
good dry atmosphere. We can stand 'J 0 be-

low zero for a week at a time. Stock do bet-

ter with good sheds than they do in milder

and damper atmosphere.
Stock at present is selling at a good price.

Grain is high here, for there isn't enough

to supply home feeding, and many feeders

are shipping in from the western part of tbe

state and from Nebraska. Corn now sells

for 38 to 4) cts; oais, tl to 23c; hogs, $1 to

4.2 '; cattle, good, $4.2 to 14 ;0. Land

saies are not very numerous; what ischang.
ing hands sells from $30 and i6 to $4'J, ac

cording to location and improvements. The

general health is good and everybody thinks
times ae brightening. S. Ch amberhv.

THE COURT HOUSK.

BKCE.NT HEAL ESTATE SALES.

The following are the principle sales of

real estate in this county, as shown by the

records, during last week:

John Harrington and others to James

Bruce, an elevator an J grounds in Marseilles,.

John Qossruau to Christian dossman. Lots

in Peru. $1,000.
Wm. D. Brown to Helen A. llichmond.

Lots in sections 2'j and 23, town 33, It. 4

$1,000.
Wm. Herford to F. Kuhns and Isabella

Jaokson. S.-- i of 9, 30, 2. $3,500.

Sarah Smith ani Mary Potter to Samuel

0. Dudgeon. Lots 8, blk 33, in Mendota- -

$1,400.
Master in Chancery to Alvina Gage, N. J

N.W.6, 35, 5. $3,390.

Dennis Connell to Augustus Keep. N.W.

2, 31, 5. $4,000.
Thos. Oleson to Julia A. Reed. E. S.b.

21,33,4. $2,000.
James Anderson to Paul II. Cooper. Land

near Streator.
Thos. Gardnier to J. F. Crane. Bond for

deed of N. S.VV. 12, 34, 1. $1,000.

John Boer to Fred Koenig, $1,500, E .0.

NE 8,82,1.
James S Uuderhill to John Nicholson,

$1,541. l't lots 4 and 5, blk 1, Tonica.

Peter Howe to Charles Howe, $1. KJ 30,

30, 2.

Peter Howe to Jerome Howe, 320 acres of

sec 32, iO, 2.

H. Hrunner to John B. Scklageter, Und J

lot 3, blk 10, original town of Ottawa.

Sheriff of La Salle Co. to Lester H. fetrawc.

$1 16.70. Lot 5, blk 81, La Salle.

M. M. Reeves to J, A. Gray, $100. Lot

8, blk 14 in Villa park, Streator
Fawcet Plumb to Elizabeth Flood, $1,000.

Lots 5 and G, blk 2, north side, Streator.

Paulina Haeberle to J. Halladay, $1,21M.

Lots 7, 8, 9 and 10 in blk 8, city's addition

to Ottawa.

Lovers ot the beautiful in art and florl

culture have In store a rich treat in the
perusal ef Vick's Floral Guide (.las. V ick,
H.vhexter. N. Y.A for the vear 1887. taco
succeeding year brings great improvement
in this popular annual, and the present edi

tim is far in advance ef previous issues in

beauty of exterior, number and elegance
of floral and vegetable illustrations, and

the large variety of subjects thoroughly

and Dractlcallv treated. The title Ulustra.

tlon, a bunch of pansles, and the page in

colors of "Bssrder and Bedaing Plants, are

triumphs of chromo-litbograpn- y vmcu
Lave probably never been excelled, wuue
thA liiin.lrr.iis of smaller illustrations are

true to nature and thoroughly described.

The volume opens with a series or practi-

cal articles of great service to both amateur... - f .1. 1 1...
and professional gardeners, is i "j
faithful illustrations showing the lnteriot

of tbe iminenpe Seed House, and then. ly
engravings of all the leading and rare va-

rieties of flowers and vegetables, with di-

rections for their culture. "No pains or

expense have been spared in the produc-

tion of this volume, and every effort has

been made to render it worthy the reputa-

tion of Its publisher, James Vick, Seed --

man, Rochester, N. Y." JV. 7. Tribune .


